Mabel Look

Bridgeport, Connecticut
Dec. 23, 1979

Interviewers: Nora Groce
Fhotographer: Larry Kaplan

Mabel 1s the daughter of Henry Look and Eva West Look.
Henry was one of the last of the island's feebleminded, and
Eva the last of the deaf. Eva's parents were both dezaf, and
Henry's both feebleminded. OBecause sign language was used at
home, Mabel 1s the last person in the world completely fluent
in sign language. She was,through out the interview, uncooperative,
short and pretty much disinterested in anything we were doing. I
suspect that she thought that I would be making money on this
project and that she would be getting nothing out of it.
Considering the circumstances under which we were working we got
a surprizingly large amount of information out of her. (By way
of note, incidentally, Mabel is the only islander, in all the
fieldwork I have ever done on this topic, who was not helpful or
hospitable - indeed the only one who was not interested in the
project,)

I begin with just the tape on, while Larry sets up the videotape
eguipmentesse

NG: (I'm setting up the tape recorder . 1 tell Mabel how
I +111 be werking with Josn Foole of Boston University.)

No~, your mother was deaf?

Ly  Yes, ‘ :

NG: Was she, she vas born deaf? (Yes.) Did she ever explain to
yvou why she thought she was born deaf?

ML: I think her father was born deaf, but her mother was notjy
She because deaf in her ehildhood from scarlet fever or something
she used to tell me... ) /

NG: Now, her name was Sabrina Rogers, ‘your grandmother,..

FL: Yea, yea...

NG: But she was from off island.

ML: Orleans, I think ...

NG: Orleans, that's right. But she met your grandfather at
school, was it? _

ML: Can't tell you, I don't kncw,

NGs Ck, I think she met him at Hartford schoceol for the deaf,

ML: That's where my mother went, but I don't know before that.
I don't know much about what went on before...

NG: Do you remember your grandfather?

ML: Yes, very well, Ch, he didn't die till '29, I think,

NG: (To La~ry) Her grandfather was a pillar of the community..

ML: George West,

NG: George VWest Jr, right?

MLs Yes=,

NG: Um, nov he hsa” brothers who were deaf..

ML: A brother Joseph, he was deaf, and um, Benjamin, Daniel,
Samuel I never knew, so I can't tell you what, whether he was
deaf or not.

NG: But.,

MI: And two sisters, Diademie was deaf, but the other one,
Sophronie, I can't remember. I remeber them, but I don't remember
if they were deaf. You %now, I was kinda, 3 or 4 years
0ld, I guess, :



Mabel Look

NG: So, your great- uncle Josie lived until you were a young
woman, probably...

ML: You mean my grandfather's brother, Joseph? I don't remember,
he died after my grandfather, probably. He was one of the
youngest,

NGt You never thought it unusual that there was so much deafness
in your family? Cr it just happened?

ML: I never gave it any thought, but in recent years I've given
thought to the fact that there's no one left who is, that I
know, so then I started thinking about it. Bnut at the time, it
was Just natursl, you know, everybody around me was, Iy mother's
aunt, who was the same age, she wasn't born deaf, but, I may be
telling you a wrong story about Kate, I'm not sure, whether
she was born deaf. But she used to come to the house all the
time and so we talked constantly.

NG: Who was this now?

ML: My grandfather's brother, Benjamin, his wife...

NGt Ch! Kstie West, yea.

ML: Katie West and she was my mother's age, they went to school
together in Hartford, I think my mother brought her to the island.

NG: Ch really, I didn t know that, hat would make senses, She was
from, she was from off-island, I know,

ML: I'm not, I don't %xnow, if she was from Ireland Or not...

NG: No, no, from off-istand. Ch wait, that's right her name
was Katie Sullivan?

ML: Dolan.,.

NG: Dolan, right,

ML: Boy, you've done alot of research,

NG: " Well, I've done alot of hunting around, but what I'm interested
in is what you can remember, what it was like growing up.

¥L: I had a brother too, but he died when he was about 14 and
I don't know whether he was deaf or not. There's so much I don't
know, that it's piteful.. .

NG: Now you learned sign language at home, right?

ML: Just came naturalily,, yea

NG: When your parents were together, they spoke sigh language?

KL: Well, my father wasn't deaf so he and I did not, but they did
to each other,

NG: I see, so you spoXe with your father and talked sign language
with your mother., And did you, 211 the people in town, or a
great many of them spoke sign languaxze.

MT.3 hev could always communicate one way or anothe#®, yea.

My mother never learned to resl 1lips, like most people, even
though she went to Hartford School, I don't, she never told me
ab~ut learning to read lips, I think she either didnet care, or
it could be that they didn't teach it.

NG: Yea, I think they didn't teach it. Also, did you ever see her
have to write anything down?

ML: Ah, yes (Fause as she tried to think) I suppose she made
grocery lists 2nd a1l that, 1 don t remember her writing to me,
my father always did the writing.

NG: I meant, just vrite to communicate with someone, 1if they
didn't...

ML+ I suppose so, (Note that she doesn't remember a case of this,

she just thinks this might have been possible,)

NG: But yeu don't remember... .

ML: No, Not many strangers came to the house, And well, usually
I was there or my father was there to help translate, so didn't
need to write, I guess...
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NG: Tid you ever use sign language with snybody in town who
was not deaf?
ML: Back then?

NG: Yea, as kids or just... at work,
MILt+ No, nNo... since I've come here, vhen ever I've met onec,l've
tried to do it and then I give up because they can understand me -

or either they can or they pretend to, but I couldn't understand
them., “lot of signs I didn t know. Especia’ly people from
Bostons, Thev used to come to the istand to visit my mother
because she was deaf, they were deaf, they could " understand
each other and that used to amaze them, because I couldn't get
in with it.

KGt You mean your mother used to speak kinda a 1little different
language vhen she was in with them...do you think? '

ML: I dién't pay much attnetion to what she was saylng, I was
paying attention to them, trying to read

NG: Did your mother ever say anything about the sign language
that was spoken on the isiand Dbeing different?

ML: Yes, once in a vhilg. But I think she attributed that to
different teaching at school, various schools, one from Boston
end the other from Hartford . I don't knov, there agsin,
vhether it's true.

NG: (I talk abcut how the Vinevard sign languaze may be older
than the kind used in schools for the deaf., She asks if Gale
could remember any of the Jlanguage - I tell her how even Gale's
nother, en off-islanders, used to speak the language, zs she had
spent several summers with NMoses West and his family,

ML: ©Oh yes - my mother's people were all Wests, and alotof them
I didn't “now, '

NG: Your mother, did you ever see your mother, in a public
gathering, your mother spak sign language? 4t town meetings
or something?

FL: NOuses .

NG: Ok, you see, your 2 little bit younger than most of the
people I've been %alking to, so you don't remember as much.,.

ML: (Laughs) Well, I don't knowabout that, I can't be that much...

NG: 0OCh, you know Emily Poole?

MLy Is she 1living?

NG: Ch, she's 96,

MI,+ I haven't heard of her for so long. (We talk about Emily and
some of the older islanders. She talks to Larry a little bit,
Larry sets up the eaguipment.,

I w=s trying to think this morhing whether I could
construct a whrle sentence. Last night I couldn't even say
*Merry Christmas'. Yee. £nd finally it dawned on me, I think
alot of signs mean different things to me nov then they did -
like ah, the sign for Boston, a plain 'B', but like this, and
ah...

NGi1 Was that what your mother used?

MLt I suppose so. And yet, if I tried to say some other city
that started with 'B', why wouldn't it mean that?

NG: Well, that's a good question. Maybe +hat they had is Jjust
a very locsalized sign language. Some lsnguage has a limited
vocabulary. In crderwébrds, you can't say that much, or its
not necessary to say that much.

NG: Was there a sign For New Bedford?

MLt I can't remember whether it was just like, you kncw, 'N',
for New Bedford - I just can't remember if there was any more
to it. ©Because I'm sure they used the word all the time, because
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ML: (continued): people used to go to that city, had a boat
that'd go directly to there. I just remember Hartford is like
this, and Boston - I don't remember Wew lork.

NG: How often would they use the spelling? The alphabet?

ML: Wwell, at home with my mother I might never use it, or with
my aunt., But away from home, with anyone else, I1'3d have to
do it,

NG: You mean here on the mainland?

ML: Well, you say on the meinland, I never was off the island
much, I never had to use sign language unless, you know, I
met somebody at work here,

NG: So you mean, on the igland, it was very rare for you to have
to sprell anything out.

ML: That I can recall.,..

NG: There was a sgign for everything?

ML: I suppose so,

NGs That's very interesting, becasuse that just means it was a
very complete language. Um, when you spelled something out,
would it be just long complitated words?

ML: Um, not necesserily. Sometimes, why one word, like for
instance, if I were interpreting for my mother, and sopebody
didn't like, get something, I'd get impatient, where. I 4 want
to spell out one word. <or instance, my mother said something
to them that was meant to be a joke and they didn't guite get it,
or vice-a-versa, i1f they'd said it to her, I'd just spell out
J¥C¥K¥E, and the rest, 'ands', and 'buts' and 'ifs' - you don't
need those, Kight awasy they'd get the point.

NGs Did you ever have to, vhen you spoke the sign language to
your mother, were there words like 'and' and 'but'...

MLL: I never used the word ‘'and', 'but'. There are signs for
those words, I suppose, but I don't know them.

NG: Well, this is interesting, because in sign language, um, the
grammar 1s different from English., Sign language isn't identical,
necessarily, with English, .it's a whole special language.

ML: I didn't know that. .

NG: And so, if you didn't use connecting terms, like 'and'
or 'but', or 'if', if it was Jjust implied in the sign, then that's
very interesting, because it gives us more of a clue into the
nature of the sign lsnguage.

ML: You mean to say this is all spelled out somewhere? That there's
a different, sentence compositions are different?

NG:s Yes, As a matter of fact, a lct of deaf people, who they
try to teach English to, have a very hard time learning English
because, in order to read or write English...

MLk ©Oh yes, yes, The construction of sentences...

NG: Right. They're thinking in a different...Well, your mother never
wrote much to you, sO..

NL: I don't remember her writing at g11, Maybe she did, but it
seems to me, my father would always. And yet, I never mave it =a
second thought. And I was in California all one winter and yet,
I don't remember getting any letter from her, but, strange, I
never thought about it. Isn't that funny.

NG: On the other hand, um I say a letter that, I guess a cousin
of Dorothy Poole's, who was deaf wrote, back in the middle
1800's, and her grammar was impecable - much more than...

ML: That's a strange thing. That bothers me llke anything,
because 1t seems as if, my mother must have written scmething,
because I remmber telling people while I was in California that
how much I liked it, and 1'd like to stay, expect my parents were
pulling cn me to come,it was like an emotional thing, you know,
so she mucst have written something.
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(Lerry and label talk a little bit about setting up the videotape
system. I tell Mabel we can stop any time she has had enough).,

NG: Also, do you remember there being signs for different people?

ML: Ch yes.,

NG: Instead of having names, there'd be a sign for lots of
people,

ML: My annt Kate was (maxes sisn for 'K').

NG: Was that just 'K',

ML: And I suppose Ben and Daniel (lMaking lst letters of their names),
‘hey were all evidently first letters.

NG: Did you ever see a sign for your mother?

ML: I've seen my aunt, but she ususally spelled it E¥V¥*A*,

NG: She would spell out - well, of course, your aunt was from
off-islande. You never sar¥ this sign for your mother? (I do sign)oe

¥L: Curly hair?

NG: Yes, apparently your mother, when she was a young woman
had beautiful 1lbng curls, or sonething..

i,+ Could be, could be, she used to have. 1 was going to say
before I knew her. (Laughs)e. I've seen pictures of her when
she was in her 30's, I mean before I was born and she had long
curls., That's right., I'd forgotten that - you know more than
I do, and so you may as vell get your...

NG: ©Ch no, no, Your not gofng to get out of this, (She laughs).
Do you know, well, I'11 ask you again on tape, but can you.
remember a sign for Martha's Vineyard?

MLs (No..)

NG: Can you remember a sign for any of the towns on Martha's
Vineyard?

ML: Yes, Vlneyard Haven.

NG: Ch CK, We'll have you repeat that again in a minute,

ML: Oak Bluffs. ndgartown I've forgottén, Vineyard Haven, as I
remember, is just... Isn t that funny. I haven't thougnt of those
for thirty years.

NG: Well, your doing fine 'so far, because nobody else coqu
remember a sign for theme I was told 'oh, you just point in the
direction’

(Mabel excuse herself a minute. Larry and I set up the
equiment. )

NG: Your father, he used to sell milk?

MI.: Yes. And before that, when I was &z child, he used to sell
meat too. DBecause I remember, he used to hawe a sleigh and go
out and sell meat from the house., I don't remember much about it
expect the sléigh and...

NG: Did you %Xnow your grandparents at 2117

MLt Not his parents I didn't., I wonder if there's someone in
that family who might...

NG: No., I don't think so. He had a number of brothers, I know
that. And apparently he used to work sometimes, not work, but
baby sit for Gale and M3il, when he was an older.

ML: For Gale?

NG: Not for Gale,;for Gale and Mil's dsughter.,

ML: Who's their daughter?

NG: Emily, Her last name is nov Rose, but she's nov aboGt 40
years old

ML: T don't remember her. (We Talk a 1littlebit about Gale
and Mil, while Larry is trying to set up the equlpment )

Asks if I had seen Catherine Allen
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NG: Lo you remember, was there a special word for the sign
language itself?

KL: I don't remember,

NG: Do you think your mother was ever frucstrated because she
couldn't hear or..

MLs Oh yes., Plenty. of times, especially vhen several people were
around and we were seening to enjoy ourselves, 1 was hard to
get across to her, you know, even though I tried to turn and tell
her what we were lamghing about, 1t was a project to her, that
she couldn't just Jjoin in easily. She missed alot of things.,

NG: (I explain about why I'm interested in the Vineyard is the
fact that not only was there alot of deafness, but that everyone
spoke sign language.

ML: (Mabel gets grumpy abecut how long it's taking Larry to set
up - all of about 5 minutes).

I problem a2t first with the Videotape, Iask her the signs for several
towns on the island and the numbers. Larry doesn't get these -
I vi12) ask her to repeat them lafter on in the tapes.

Mabel remembers that there was no sign for the United States -
they'd just spell it U.¥3.¥4,, Doesn't remember a sign for any
foreigh countries,

END CF SIDE 1, TAPE A BEGINNING CF SIDE 2
She starts by showing me the numbers,(see above.)

I ask if there was a sign for numbers,She says no, the situation
would take care of whether you meant money or dates or what ever,

NG: How would you say 'yes' and 'no',

ML: I'd just nod my heasmt for this and...

NG: There wasn't a hand gesture tv go.along with i1t?

ML: Not unless I spelled it out, and I wouldn't with my mother...

NG: Ok, this is excellent, Because off-island somethmes you
have someone nod and do scmething at the same time,

ML: To say all these? Well, I've noticed when on telkvision
vhen the study gets up to do a sermon or something, she
has 2 sign for every single word, and I try to catch it and I
can't. While I'm trying to figure out one sign, she's a whole
paragraph belond, you know.

NG: 0Ok, that's important, Incidently, did you ever see them use
sign language in church?

MI.: Yes, I have,

NG: Who have you seen?

liLs Ch, I must have gone with my mother or somewhere.
(Speaks to her cat who is making a fuss).

(Larry says that somethings gotten botched up. I say well just
go on from where we were,)

NG: Your mother, you mean on the island or off-island.

¥MlL: In church., It must have been off-island, but, you know
for a little while we 1lived some where else, like Brockton,
wvhen my father was working there. I don't xnow if it was
there, but I remember being in a church somewhere, where
somebody talked like that, translating.

NG: You never heard of, arparently Wendsday night prayer meeting
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NG: (Continued) of the Methodist church, up in Chilmerk. “nce in
a while, someone vho was deaf wculd get up and give a whole
speech...

ML: Conld be, but I don't remember it.

NG: Again, you're too young. (We talk a bit more about the tape).
You were probably too young to hang around the general store,
but did you...

ML: Ch, I used to go down to the one.,

NG: Ch wait, your grandfather - no, your great-grandfather, ran
the Squibnocet general post office, for a while, didn't he?

ML: I didn't know there was such a thing. Squibnocet post-office?

NG: Well, I guess it might be callied the Chilmark Fost-office
at Squibnocet.

ML: There never was one up there, that I know of. Chilmark,
Menemsha and Gay Head,

NG: Yea, (I describe where it used to be. Mabel thinks I have
the wrong house, because she had heard stories about how
her grandfather had built the place from drift wood he'd gathered
from the shore. (If he had done something of that sort, most
probably it was to add some addition to the standing building,.)

Ck, how bout, do you remember - let me ask you articles of
clothing. Was there a sign for dress?
ML: Well, Jjust Dress:

AsL eV

NG: Like you were knitting stockings?
ML: Knitting:

NG: What was SEWING, if that was khitting?
ML Sewiqu .

NG: How bout PANTS? |
ML o

NG: SHIRT: -
ML: I don't know, there's a point I guess, where i don't remember,

NG: Was there, um, how would you say a CLEAK SHIET, as opposed
to a éirty shirt?
MLs: Well, this is wash ..,

f ol e

NG: Would that be wash anything, 1ltfke wash .clothes, wash
yourself, wash your face?

ML: Well, no. More applied to clothes than wash your face.

NG: What would be 'Wash your face'? I'm sure you heard that when
you were a child..,

Lt The simpliest things I don't remember...
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NGs How about shoes., Was there s word for shoes?
ML: Um: I remember this sign here, but I get it confused with
the word for bookSes.

1] -
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NGs Ch, thet's either the sign for shoes or the sign for books?
ML: No, I don t say that, I just say I don't know.

NGs Ok, no problem. £“ow about CCAT?

ML 3 .

r.
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NG: How bout Swester? _
ML . fﬂﬁ_w_é

A knitted..,

NG: How about HAT’rﬁiﬁl

NG: Handkerchief?
ML

NG: Wag there a different sign for shoes than boots ? Do you
remember a sign for BOCTS?

MLs Ah yea, nov I need the word for rubber... Seeps it was
something like this, but I can't remember.., something that means
rubber., .. '
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NG: How bout underclothings, you know, for like Petticoat
ML:s This, like a petticoat, like under... undergarments....

P

Good thing you have this list of guestions, you'd never get...
NG: Ch, no, no, we just had to get set up... fow about
Animals, um Cat :
MLs Cat: /gafik“

Cows Pl

Horse: [ ..%

o

1 remember these from last night,
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NGt Ok now, let me slow you down (she laughs)., Youre going too fast,.
How would you say 'A Big dog?!

ML

NG: 'LITVTLE DCG'?
ML

NG: How about a Yound Dog? Or that would be puppy.
ML: This is old:

This is Babys

Pol)
RO BRSO

NG: That's baby? How about, was there a sign for Twins?
ML: Yes, but I can't recall it, (lMabel worries whether the
cat can get electrocuted on the videotape equipment.)
NG: How bout, how would you say 'That cat is bigger than another cat',
ML: "Yur cat is bigger, your cat is smaller'.

NG: Now, you gave me the sign for cow, was that cow or bull?
Or was there another sign for bull?
ML+ Ah, this was like man or male,

NG: Ch, I see, so you'd go 'COW', 'Male'?
ML+ Reverse it, yea...

-

NG: How about CALF?
ML: It goes something like this:

But still,you'q be talking abowt cow, if you just said those
two signs I don t know if they'd know, if it was calf, unless
you were talking about cows,

NG: Ok, that would make sense, because sign language.
KLt (suckling and then a small)...

NG: Ok, how about milk, was there a sign for milk?%
ML

NG: Was there a different sign for Cream?
ML: Uh, maybe it's...

NG: SKim it to get the cream...
ML: This is what a skimmer looks like,
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NG: And that's right, your father used to.. DBecause they say,
Gladys Flanders says she remémbers walking into your parents
house and seeing Just bowls of milk ...

ML: Um, I used to take my bowl of strawberries and go into the
pantry would Jjust skim the cream right off the...

NG: Um, that must of been great. Howv abeout, was there a different
term for CX?

ML: Oh yes, but I don't... I probably spelled it, o-x, you know,

NG: What do you think - there were some people who were not
literate, and so spelling probably wouldn't do them any...
ML: Well, as 1 said before, with my mother I never had to
spell anything. I mean, 'ox' we never ha& any occasion to use,
so eigher it was confined to home and store,:-neéighbors ahd friednse...
NG: Was there a sign for store, by the way?
Mit+ I can't remember whether this means store, post-office, or
what, but it was something, seems tc look like scorting mail, but
I don t.know what it was: '

NG: Was tbere a sign for Chilmark store?
ML: I don t %now,

NG: How bout 'SHEEP', vas there a sign for sheed?
ML:s Sheept I don t remember, but it has something to do with
sheering... " :

NG: Was there a sign, do you remember a sign for a flock of sheep?
ML: This is a goat: ' ' '

-

NG: Oh, that was my next question... How about a PIG?
ML: We had pigs:

NG: Under the chin like that?

MLs Well evidently they ate their fill like nc other animals,
I think that's where that came from..

NG: Now, you gave a sign for horse, for the bit:

ML

NG: Howv about a Horses' Tail?
MLs That was Jjust 'Tail':

NG: How about a horses MAINe
KLs

NG: How about Ears, a horses ears?
ML

NG: How would you say 'The horse has a long tail'?
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ML 1

NG: So there's no sign for 'HAS'?

ML: Has? Don't need 'has'

NG: Ok, How about, lets go on to birds. Was there a general
term for birds?

MLs Chickens is all I can think of right nows:

NGt How about duck? There used to be alot ofduck hunting,
MLs This is Gcoset

Ducks I don't remember.
NGt How about, was there a sign for hmunt? They used to do alot
of shooting, for shoot?
ML: Yes, but now I'm getting that confused with bow and arrowe...

NG: Ok, that was the sign for bow and arrow? CK, well so, I hadn't
even thought of asking you that sign.
How about WING. A bird's wingj :
MLs- I think that will dos I don t know If that has to do with
birds and chickens, I kinda Jlumped 1t in together...

-

NG: How about feather, is there?
ML

NG: How about Claw?
ML

NG: And chicken, but was there a different sign for Rooster,
than for chicken?
MLs Yes, but I can't remember it,

NG: Ho» ahout EGG?
ML: Yes:

And Rcoster went something likej crowing, had something to do
with crowing:

Maybe you can put it 211 toegether after somevhere...
NG: We1] git down and try. ' ) S
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ML: This girl, Joan Foole, she learned this in school? So
she can't correct me or...

NG: No, but on the other hand, you may be the only person who
remembers any of these signs.

ML: That's, you know, there's many a thing that I've wanted to go
back to the island and ask somebody and the people that I would,
ask, that would knecw the answers aren't there any more, amd all
of a sudden you realize how much is lost,

NG: How would you say 'A few chickens'?

MLy well, I'd either say two or three, or 'f-e-w':

NGs But how would you say 'Many chickens'?
“Ls Lots, this means ‘'lots'

NG: Was there a wopd for a 'rat' or a ‘'mouse'?
ML: Yes, but I don t remember it,

NG: How bout a wornm?
MLs+ Like, there sgain, I'd use it for eels,

NG: OCh, ok - you're antitipating all my questions.

ML: Well, when I try to say worms, I comes out ‘eels'.

NG: That's eels? What's snake?

ML: Wait a minute, eels, you go, with doing this in the ice:

You asssciate that with eels
NG: How would you say 'I hunt eels through the ice', was there a
rvord for ice, Or eel hunting?
ML.: Well, thismeans chcoping... 1 guess., I don't’ think you use
the spear when there's not ice. f don't %now really:

NG¢ No thaet would make sense..
ML: Froozen means: water.. something like this 'Froozen':

NG: This is an odd question, was there a sign for a bug or some
sort or for louse? I wonldn't ordinarily ask, but that's on the
word list that linguists ask...

ML: No, we'd just spell lice and be done with it,

(Manmel gets her mail).

NG: How bout, let me ask you for times of the year and weather
and stuff like that... Was there a sign for year?

MLs No, you'd just say the years, I guess,

NG: How about 'Every year' or 'Next year', was there a2 sign for
'I do this every year'?
ML s

NG: How about 'Next year'?
MLs: There's a word for next, but I can't quite remember it.
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NG: How sbout the seasons, fall and winder, spring, summer,.,.
ML: Spring is something like this:

fs g
AT

I remember 'Christmas' 1s like this:

NG: Vas there a sign for Easter?

IL: Can't help you.

NG: How bout, was there a sign for month? Like the month of
November?

ML:s Well, I don,t ¥now, cause I'd probably say, like write
'November', January', put a question mark on my face...have her -
tell me whet month I...

NG: How about week, was there a sign for 'one week'?
ML: WK, I don't remenmber.

NG: How about days, like, how would you say three daysZ
ML

NG: How about 'Everyday'?
MLg

NG: How bout, was there a special slgn'for 'monday', %“tuesday' ?
Mt Monday-Saturday. Sunday, that isn t quite right, for sunday,
it had something to do with the Sabbath: i

. [
2 E S I

NG: And I've asked you holidays..how would you say Birthday?
'It is my birthday'?
"¥L: ©Ch boy, that should be easy...
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MLt You put your hand up to your face scmehow, but I can't quite

recall it, If I were asking you when 1§ your birthday...
'When were you born':s

NG: What was birth, like that?

ML 3 Yea:
NG: How about, was there a sign for night?
ML: Night, / . ,,_‘\:‘4.
Mornings _ _
{‘:: PR A 4

NG: How beout 'all night'?
MLs 'Al1l nieht'; something like that anyway...

NG: How about 'Over night', would that be the same thing?
(apparently yes).

How abrut '"Micénight'?
ML: Twelve, midnight.

T

or Twelve, noon, i
NG: oh,; the same sign?
ML: Well, one's noon and one's midnight...

-

NG: How about like *Two o'clock'?
ML

NG: How would you say, was there a sign for 'minute'? Like
wait for me 'ten mingtes'?

ML: Yea, but I, I don t know, I'd just sav five or ten ,,,

NG: And Jjust assume minutes?

ML: Well, if you were going out the door, you'd know whether I
meant five or ten minutes, or five or ten hours..

NG: That's right, <“nd there was, probably you don't remember
any sign for like seconds? 'It took you three seconds?

ML: You're getting right down to detales aren't you?

: NO, NOsss

NG: How bout, could you say ‘'vesterday'? P

ML LR

¥

NG: Tomerrow?
ML

bl
bder e
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NG: You're absolutely fluent - with this - I don,t ¥now how you
conld say you don't remember... ,

ML: VWell, scme things I remember so well and other things 1
remember nothing abecut, Isn't thaet strange.

NG: How about, was 'yesterday' and 'tomarrow!
'future' and 'past'?

KL: Ah, 'not yesterday, but a long time ago'

the dame sign for

NG: You mean, that wculd be the entire sing? You'd say 'Not
yesterday, but a long time ago'?

ML: Yes,
NG: How bout "future'.
ML: (Loesn't remember.)

NGt What's the sign for 'Not'?
ML: Not? N¥0*T? This was it:

NG: How could you say 'I have no time', I'm very busy, I have
no time? _

KL:'Time' I'd spell out, I'd suppose., See, there again, some of
these things I remember zs if I were talking to you, instead of
my mother, since it's been so long sincec...l would spell time to
you to get it across, I suppose, whereas to her, I don't remember

NG: How bout, let me ask you about weather, was there a generai
sign for weather?

ML: I con't Ynow., We used to It's coldt

It?'s hot: .

NGt How about warm and cool?

MmIL: Spell them, I guess.

NG: How would you say '"It's a lovely day'? or 'Its a beautiful day'?

KL: Well, it seems silly nov, because it's not complete enofigh
somehows

NG: CK, maybe we'll go back to that guestion in a minute. Was
there a sign for rain?

MLs v

NG: Snow?
ML: Wwell, white r=in isn't right. I can't tell ya..

NG: 0K, Hov bout Ice?
iL: V¥ell,; there agein, 1it's something like froozen..

NG: That would be the *ord for froozen? _
iL: But it isn't quite right, I don't know what's the matter with it,.
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NG: How about thunder?
ML: This was lightening: Lightening and thunder...

NG: Would they be said together, you know usuallyse.
"Lt Depends on whether they came together,

NG: Ok, Was there a word for 'Storm'?

¥it+ No, I don't remember.

NG: You probably fen't remember, was there a term for Hail?,
Instead of snow, ycu would say 'It's hailing'.
ML: Hain:

I don't know, I'd just say 'Froozen rain' and make little
things with my fingers...
NG: How about Wind?
ML

NG: How wounld you say it was 'Very windy'?
ML: Just make it more emphatic,

NG: How could you say there was 'no ~ind'?
ML

NG: How bout Fog?
ML: Something likej but there agesin, if I said it out of the blue,
it ouldn't be understood.,

NG: Well, alot of this stuff is context-dependant, as 1s any
language., . '

ML: I suppose SO..s

NG: How about Clouds?

ML s

NG: How about, we asked, we've gotten alot of water weather
stuff, because we got it from Donald Poole and Gale, but can
vou say 'Ca2lm Vater'?

"Li'Water is calm':

\w: . \

NG: How about rough water?

ML ¢

NG: Ok, can you ssy Sky?
MLt You sey 'outdoors!

Skyt

ic pretty:
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NG: Is pretty and beautiful the same vord?
ML

NG: How ~ould you say 'indocrs'?
ML s

NG: What was the sign for sun?
MLs I'd spell it, I guessy; I don't...

NG: Hov bout "moon'?
MLs Yea, scmething like thigt

NG: That would be moon?
ML: Um hum,.

NG: Ho~ about Stars?
MI:s

NG: Haven't you seen tnis before. I have, but cnly one or two
of these, this is cempletely unique... _
ML: Gee, that's great, beceuse at first I thought I wouldn't remember
enough to help you.
NG: You don't know what a big help this is. This iSes.
ML: Is this going to help you graduate?
NG: Ohy this i1l not only help me graduate, this'll help
linguists all over the world understand thé nature of sign language
better. Believe it or not, this is very important,
MLs: Will you get royeslties from 1it? '
NG: If there are any, 1 will let you know. ‘
ML: Don't worry, I just.sent. for the gsrage man, so I'm just concious.
NG: Actually, probably not, but if I'm ever paid for the use cof
this material, it's yours.
ML: DOn't worry about that, till after your a milloner and have
a2 house in HMaine.
NG: Let me get on to relatives..
ML: Real estate?
NG: No relatives. HReal estate, I assume there was none till
after the tourists came...
Um was there any term for relaticns?
ML: Um, yes, but I don't knov the word for relsticns, let me see, ah:
Seems to be like 'male' 'sister', father mother

i

NG: How bout Grandfather and grandmother?
MLt Something like this, it kinda goes back..
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¥L: (Contineud):

NG: TFor both grandfather and grandmother?

¥Ls I think so. “here's scme fine points there that I don't
renembeTreocs

NG: Wss there a sign for parents, instead of 'father and mother'?

ML: Yes, but i{'s 2 sign I never use, I don't ¥new if it's this
way or, I don t know,...

NG: You mean, you had no occasion to use it.

ML: Yea, 1've seen my mother and aunt use it, but they said
alot of things that I didn*t bother sbout.

NG: Ok, how about 'man' and 'woman'? Is that the same as
'male' and 'female'?

ML: This is wcmans

gnd this is man:

NG: How bout lale and Female?

ML: Same thing.

NG: Same thing. How bout 'gentleman' and 'lady'? :
Cr was it assumed that everyohe was a gentleman and lady?

ML: I can't remember that..

NG: OK. How abo:t 'boy and .girl'?
MLs This was female baby:

femaele girlh

Boy:

and then justs

NGL There was no sign for teenager, you know, someplace between
a child and a2...
“Lt No, nc you Jjust, big enough to know better or something...

NG: Relative size. How about Husbsnd and wife? _
ML:s I think they were both the same, -that doesn't gound right either.

NG: Well, a coup e of pecple have shovn me that it's both the same...
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MLt See, you're putting one over on me,

NG: Well, this is, the husband and vife I got, but everything
else, you're the @ly one vho Knows...

How abn t' 'Courting',.

foo

NG: Isn't that marvelous. How about 'Pamily', cay 'my femily' ?
ML: No I can't...

ML

NGs Can you say 'son' or 'dsughter'?

ML

NGs VWeuld that be 'my male child',
Um conld you say 'cousins'?

KL: Spelling it, I suprose.

NGs Was there any general term for person, or people? You know,
like, '"there were ,many people'.e.

1.+ Yes, but I don't know it,

NGs How sbout, you trld me the sign fecr courting, how about the
sign for 'love'?

ML
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